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(54) IMAGE FORMING DEVICE 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To provide an image forming device 
capable of surely detecting the presence of a 
developer without limiting the position of the optical 
axis. 

CONSTITUTION: A light emitting element 15 and a 
light receiving element 16 are fitted to a device main 
body across a developer container 25, and the rotary 
shaft 27a of a stirring blade 27 is provided near the 
optical axis S or preferably at a position crossing the 
optical axis S. Transparent windows 26a, 26b are 
arranged at the same distance from the rotary shaft 
27a of the stirring blade 27 to face the light emitting 
element 15 and the light receiving element 16 
respectively. The attitudes of the transparent 
windows 26a, 26b are set so that the window faces 
are kept in contact with a circle C centering on the 
rotary shaft 27a of the stirring blade 27. A notch 
window is provided at the portion of the stirring blade 
27 corresponding to the optical path R so that the 

stirring blade 27 does not invariably interrupt the optical axis S continuously. 
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